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REVELATIONS

0N THE

PARAGUAYAN WAR.

— —

I

A great and merited interest has been awakened in the
United States by the war now carried on by Paraguay, that
remote region whose name has been rendered famous by the
well known Edificatory Letters of the Jesuits, and by the
despotism of the Dictator Francia, which completely secluded
it from communication with the outer world.

Paragnay, known until of late as the Admerican China,
appears again, after a seclusion of half a century, among the
nations of the earth; and is fortunate enongh to enlist, at
starting, the fervent sympathies of all lovers of freedom, un-
doubtedly for the heroism and tenacity with which she de-
fends her sovercignty, her independence, and, let us suppose,
her free institutions against three powerful allies, ome of
which is an Empire, naturally, it seems, a sworn enemy to
the American Republics.

And in truth, as a country, Paraguay is well worthy of the
warm sympathy which she excites. Traversed by a river re-
sembling the Mississippi, whose sources are lost, like those
of the Nile, in the mysterious wilds of the Equator, while its
enchanted shores are shaded by dense forests of fragrant
orange trees, rosewood and cedar, With her innumerable
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birds g:—].ilj" decked in purple and gﬂld whose unceasing songs
of rejoicing fall like cascades of music and give life to that
eternal spring-tide. With her periodieal and abundant rains
which, combining their kindly influence to that of the genial
sun, give to the soil so wonderful a fertility that the simple
scattering of the seed of the yuca, maize, plantain, tobaceo,
cotton, ete., iz followed on t.h.e d:—iy after by the appearance
af the pla.nl: clothed with 1&&1’&5, while the next day brings
. forth their beauteous blossoms, and the third finds them
. laden with fruit for the use of man. With her costly and
abundant timber, her iron, copper, coal, stone, etc., Paraguay
deserves not only the sympathy but the admiration and
study of all.

Thus far we have seen what Providence has done for this
country; what man has done for it will not show so favorably.
Let us leave to the curious the task of disturbing the dust on
the voluminous works to be fonnd in the libraries of Astor,
Brown, aud of the Antheneum, in which the Holy Jesuit
Fathers relate their prowess in subjugating the Guarani
Indians and converting them to the Catholic faith, in their
ever to be remembered missions in Paraguay; and descending
the mysterious river, let us endeavor to explain some if not
all of the events which have been following each other up in
those far distant regions, and have brought about this war
and this alliance which appear to be looked upon with such
alarm and distrust.
~ The Paraguay, Parand and Uruguay rivers, as is well
known, form the great estuary known by the name of “Rio
de la Plata.” The entire country through which these three
' rivers ﬂnw, with the exception of the territories in which
they rise, formerly belonging to the Crown of Portugal, con-
stituted the ancient Viceroyalty of Buenos Agyres, For three
- centuries the Spaniards and the Portuguese fought to es-
tablish. their dividing boundaries in the primitive forests
through an extent of thousands of leagues.

The independence of the colonies was then brought about,
and by the vicissitudes of the war of emancipation, the
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former Spanish Viceroyalty was divided into four States, viz:
the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, the Argentine Republic
and Paragnay, which take their names from the river which
waters them, and Bolivia, whose territory was taken from
that of the Argentine Republic, by the liberator Bolivar, and
received his name; the formal recognition of the fact being
obtained from the Argentine Republic by a peaceful negotia-
tion. The recognition of the independence of Urnguay had
been preceded by a war between the Argentine Republic and
Brazil—the latter as successor to the rights by possession or
conquest obtained by the Crown of Portugal. Through the
mediation of England the beligerents, as a means of ending
the confliet, recognized the disputed province as a sovereign
State, the perpetuation of her independence being gnaranteed
by them, and also by England as mediator.

The antecedents of Paraguay as an independent State are -

less clear, though fully as well established. By a treaty made
in 1811 with the revolutionary Government of Buenos Ayres,
Paraguay bound itself to send deputies to the Congress of
the Provinces which had formed the Viceroyalty, but, seizing
the reins of government before long, and assuming the pow-
ers of Dictator, Dr. Francia interdicted the country from all
communication, not only with its neighbors, but also with the
whole world, thus inaungurating that unparallelled tyranny
which he exercised until his death, thirty-two years later,
handing down his name to the execration of mankind.

In 1852, the Argentine Republic, after pissing through a
cruel and protracted war, and establishing a Federal Consti-
tution, similar to that of the United States, recognized, at
the solicitude of Dictator Lopez, immediate successor to
Doctor Francia, the independence which Paraguay, without
striking a single blow against Spain, had consummated during
her forty years’ seclusion.

The Constitution established in 1853 by the Argentine
Republie, secured to all the States bordering on the rivers,
as well as to the flags of all nations, the free navigation of
the rivers, thus giving Paraguay free passage to the Atlantie,
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and allowing to Brazil free access to those of her provinces
sitnated above Paraguay.

Peace reigned uninterruptedly until May, 1865, when the
Argentine Government startled the country with this un-
looked for declaration :

‘WaegrEas, the Government of Paraguay, while in a state
of perfect peace with this Republic, has treacherously
attacked it by force of arms ;

WeEREaS, it has seized two national war steamers in the
port of the City of Corrientes, (Argentine) without warning
or notification of any kind, killing maoy of the men, and
making the rest their prisoners ;

WeEREAS, it has opened fire with cannon on the defence-
less city of Corrientes ;

Waeseas, it has invaded by an army the Province of
Corrientes, occupying its capital, and part of its territory ;

@ @ & © #  &o., &e., &e.  And lastly; and

WEaEREAS, subsequently to these aggressive acts, the Gov-
ernment has been apprized of the declaration of war made by
the Government of Paraguay to the nation, the President of
the Republic DrecrErs:

1st.—That the Republic is at war with the Government
of Paraguay.

2nd.~—That it will not lay down its arms until it has over-
thrown the Government of Paraguay, and obtained from it
the needed reparation and indemnifieation, and the guaran-
tees required to secure peace.

3rd—That the Argentine Republic, in this war to which
it has been provoked, will respect the independence and sov-
ereignly of the Republic of Paraguay, &c., &e.

As is plainly apparent from this document, the Argentine
Government became aware that it was in war with that of
Paraguay, not through the usual means in practice among
civilized nations, but by the simple fact that a Paraguayan
squadron entered an Argentine port with seemingly friendly
intentions, and there seized two national war steamers which
were lying at anchor, while at the same time a Paraguayan
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army invaded an Argentine province. That no suspicions,
even of a possible war with Paraguay had been entertained
by the Argentine people and their authorities, is proved by
ihe fact that the vessels seized had been lying at anchor, and
without steam, while at Corrientes there was nof a single
goldier in garrison. The Government of Paraguay then pro-
ceeded to seize all the cattle of the invaded province, and
succeeded in getting together some eight hundred thousand
head of cattle, ordered them to be transported to its own
territory, and thereupon declared the Argentine Province of
Corrientes annexed to Paraguay, at the same time sending
forward its troops toward Entre Rios with the same design.

What pretext could the aggressor allege to justify these
acts ? Two official notes had been exchanged between the
Argentine and Paraguayan Governments. In one of them
the latter said :

““One of these notes (of the Argentine Government) replies
to the one which the undersigned had the honor to address
to your Excellency on the 14th of last January, asking that
the right to pass peacefully through the Province of Corrientes
should be granted to the army destined to operate against
the Empire of Brazil in its Provinces of San Pedro de Rio
Grande of the South, in the war which has unhappily broken
out (he omits to say in what manner) between the two
countries, and to which Paraguay has been forced by the
Imperial Government.” '

The note of the Argentine Government, in which the right
to pass was refused; said:

“ This passage is not absolutely needed ; no imperative
cause renders it necessary and indispensable. On the con-
trary, the belligerents have an extensive frontier from which
they can interchange hostilities without passing through the
Argentine territory, and this the Government of Paraguay
has already done, invading and taking part of the Brazilian
territory of Matto-Grosso. Furthermore, the existing treaties
and the principles of river navigation, specially meant for the
river States, secure to the belligerents the free navigation of
those waters for their vespective merchant and war vessels.”
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The Argentine Republic and the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay were not at that time allied to Brazil. That Em-
pire was engaged in a war with Paraguay, which had been
commenced by a flagrant outrage on the part of the latter
Government, similar to that which it committed later against
the Argentine Republic.

Allowing, then, that these Republics had no interest in
interfering in so distant a war, it was clearly their duty to
refuse to either of the belligerents the right of passing
through their territory; and also to exercise all the means in
their power to prevent the war from extending to their fron-
tiers, and perhaps to their very territory; for should the
Paragnayans fail to capture S8an Pedro, the Brazilians wounld
effect their entrance into Corrientes in their pursuit, thus en-
tailing on the Argentine Republic the damage and devasta-
tion attending the occupation of their territory by two foreign
armies in open hostility,

This refusal, then, is the sole motive which Paraguay had
tor extending the war to the Argentine Republic. Let us
now see what was her alleged motive for commencing the
war with Brazil.

In time of peace, when no difficulties of any kind were .
pending between the two countries, a Brizilian merchant
vessel, bearing a dignitary high in office in the Empire, and
$250,000 in gold, touched at Asuncion, on its way to one of
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the interlor provinces of Brazil, and was there seized by
Paraguayan troops, the money confiscated, and the Magis-
trate, (President of one of the States) with his suite were
thrown into prison, from which they have never yet been
relrased. The Brazilian Minister resident in Asuncion, on
protesting against this unjustifiable act, discovered to his
astonishment that it was the inauguration of a war which the
Government of Paraguay proposed carrying into Brazil, in
the name ot the Balance of Power of the Rio de la Plata,
which, in its judgment, was endangered by the Empire,

From a dispatch sent to the Argentine Government by
Paraguay, we quote the following:
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“These disastrous proceedings of yours cost the shattered
Republic of Uruguay all these misfortunes and open treasons
—the loss of her independence, and even of her autonomy, of
which she now possesses nothing but the shadow. And this,
Mr. Minister, is owing entirely to the incomprehensible policy
of the Argentine Government, which had not even the motive
of self-interest or profit to excuse it, thus converting itself
into an agent of Brazil, who prepared the victim of the
treacherous and absorbing poliey of the Empirs.”

This is what the Government of Paraguay said in March,
1865. We are now in the month of October, 1866, and the
independence and autonomy of the Oriental Republic of
Urugnay remain undisturbed ; and it is a fact worthy of
notice, that that Republic is at peace with the whole world,
save with Paraguay.

What we have quoted above has its weight, however, with
those who allow themselves to be misled by specious argu-
ments, and those who persist in clinging to the erroneous
belief that Paragunay took up arms against Brazil only as a
champion of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay.

The policy observed by the Argentine Government during
the disturbance of 1864 in Uruguay, and the subsequent
civil war which was terminated by the alliance between the
revolutionary General and the Brjziliac forces, both hostile
to the Government of Montevideo; may perhaps be considered
incomprehensible to some. All nations are liable to have
their policy criticised; but rare and honorable indeed is the
case in which the policy of a Government, while being cen-
sured as incomprebensible in a diplomatic note of hostile
import, can receive at the same time the fair acknowledgment
that it has ‘““not even the motive of self-inferest or projit to
excuse if.” .

This declaration renders needless all explanation or dis-
cussion. An honorable Government can err without injuring
its rights. Even the charge that the Oriental Republic in
1864 possessed only a useless shadow of autonomy, may be
admitted as a positive or an historical fact. It should

e
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gertainly not be considered a matter for wonder that a State
with a population of only 250,000, placed between an Empire
whose population numbers 9,000,000, and a Republic with
2,000,000, and possessing in common with the latter, the
same langunage, the same political parties. and even the same
families, should suffer the consequences of intluences so op-
posed to each other. That charge would prove, at best, that
the independence insured to Uruguay by Brazil, England
and the Argentine Republic is either impossible, or has not
yet been well consolidated. Buch an observation might be
well received from any historian, statesman, or philosopher.
The only one who had no right to discuss the matter officially,
and make it the basis of any public act, is the Government
of Paraguay, as it is not the immediate neighbor of the
Oriental Republic of Uruguay, and has never taken any part
or interest in those questions.

The Argentine Government could assure that of Paraguay,
that the independence of Uruguay was not threatened ia the
difficulties with Brazil, as it (the Argentine Government) had
already applied, as guarantee of that independence, to the
Imperial Government, in conjunction with Mr. Thornton,
Minister Plenipotentiary of her British Majesty, asking for
frank and explicit explanations with regard to its action
towards that Republic ; which explanations were given and
proved most complete and satisfactory. If the nations
divectly interested in the matter, if those who created this
position of affairs do not apprehend the alleged dangers, it is
clear that Paraguay, being totally foreign to and uninterested
in the guestion, cannot possibly have a voice in the matter,
even ghould we suppose it to proceed in good faith, without
exposing itself to mistakes, and to the charge of being over
officious.

* Let us suppose Maine to have remained out of the Union,
placed, as it is, between Canada, with a population of
4,000,000, and the United States, with 36,000,000, and ex-
posed to the influence of both of these powerful neighbors.
Let us also suppose that the independence of Maine is guar-
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anteed by England and the United States ; what would the
American Government say, should the Emperor Napoleon,
seeking some pretext for a quarrel, address it in these terms:
“These disastrous proceedings cost the unfortunate Maine,
all these misfortunes and open treasons, the loss of her inde-
pendence, and even of her autonomy, which is now reduced
to a mere shadow, all owing to the incomprehensible policy
of the United States Government, which has not even the
motive of self-interest to excuse it.”

The most probable answer to such an address would be:
“ What is that to you ?”

The only ones who have a right to guard the independence
of the Republic of Uruguay, are Brazil and the Argentine
Republi¢, who established it, and England who guaranteed
the compact. It is from no merit that the Empire or the
Argentine Republic abstain from annexing the Oriental
Eepublic, or renewing the old struggle to get possession of it;
it is simply that England is in the way, and this consideration
alone suffices to show the absurdity of the fears entertained
without right nor reason by Paraguay.

Aund what was the opinion of the English Government,
expressed by its representatives in Rio de la Plata, who
witnessed the event ? The Minister Plenipotentiary, Mr.
Thornton, said to the Argentine Government in a note of

April 16, (previous to the alliance): ¢ The undersigned

. cannot do otherwise than manifest his profund regret that the
¢ Republle, instead of continuing to enjoy thé complete interior
and exterior tranquility, and advancing in the march of
progress, never so hopeful as now, should have been compelled
to abandoned the neutral policy which it had so wisely
pursued.”

Rear Admiral Elliot, with regard to the Paraguayan in-
vasion of Corrientes, wrote to the English Admiralty, under
date of April 17: “ The news of this outrage of President
Lopez produced a great excitement in Buenos Ayres, whose
Government had remained newtral, and successfully resisted
all the exciting means which had been put in play to make it
take part in the war.”

L
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This testimony given by those who had the right to give it
officially, clears the Argentine Republic, and also Brazil, from
all charges with regard to the independence of Uruguay.

Such then have been the reasons and causes alleged by the
Dictator Lopez for kindling this war, which has already cost .
$200,000,000 and twenty thousand victims. Itis this dark
policy, which first invades and captures, and afterwards de-
clares war, that has obtained the sympathies of the populace,
who blindly insist that in all cases, in all circumstances, even
though it were in favor of the wrong, we ought to oppose the
people and Government of an Empire, and this opinion they
hold without considering that what is called the Republic of
Paraguay is a horrible monstrosity which ought not to be
sustained, if any respect is due to the dignity of mankind !

The reader has alréady seen, that even were the facts
alleged by the Dictator Lopez true and positive, the invasion
of Corrientes and Matto-Grosso are unjustifiable. It remains
for him to learn that long before the existence of the circum-
stances which caused the war, the Government of Paraguay
obtained from Europe fifty thousand muskets, three hundred
pieces of cannon, with the corresponding ammunition, twelve
steamers, and a great number of English and Hungarian
officers, artillery-men, military engineers and mechanics,
while on the Paraguay river, fortresses enough to form another
Dardanelles were constructed; all these works requiring years
of preparation.

That these war-like preparations had long been going on is
proved by the fuct, that Paraguay, on declaring war, was at
onee shut off from communication with Europe, and con-
sequently deprived of any means of procuring arms. Thus
it becomes evident that she did not plunge into the war until
che had laid in an immense store of war materials,

The events which the Dictator Lopez made use of asa
pretext, occured only a faw months before the day in which
the Buropean engineers assured him that his fortresses were
impregnable, his fleet invineible, and his army of 50,000 men
(which comprised the whole population) irresistible, and that
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the Argentine Republic, without fortresses, fleet, or army,
could not resist the invasion,
Evidently then the war, commenced by Paragunay, was a
wer of conquest.



THE TREATY OF ALLIANCE

BEETWEEN

BRAZIL, THE ORIENTAL REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY,

AND THE

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

IL.

The treaty of the Triple Alliance, against Paraguay, has
called forth the protests of the Government of Bolivia and
Peru, in their own name and that of their allies, Chilj/and
Ecuador, and has attracted the attention of part of the press
of the United States, which views it as the result of the
machiavelian policy of an Empire which seeks to attack the
independence and sovereignty of a democratic Republic. Let
us examine it in passing, and see how far there is any cause
for those protests, fears and conjectures.

By comparing the dates of events and of the documents,
the tollowing will appear :

1st. That in January, 1863, the Dictator of Paraguay
agked for the right to pass his troops through the Argentine
territory, to invade Brazil through its province of San Pedro
de Rio Grande of the South, as he had already done throngh
that of Matto-Grosso, which was in his power.

2nd. That in March of the same yeur, the Argentine Gov-
ernment refused the Paraguayan troops the wight fo pass
through its territory, as it had already refused it to those of

Brazil.
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3d. That in April of the same year, the Argentine province
of Corrientes was invaded bv and annexed to Paraguay with-
out any previous declaration of war.

4th. That the treaty of alliance was signed the following
May.

Hence it is evident that the alliance between the States
attacked by Paraguay is a sequence to the war, which they
accepted only in defence of their own territory.

When several nations are at war with a common enemy,
they necessarily become allies, though their forms of govern-
ment be different. When the alliance is the result of an ag-

gression on the part of the common enemy, the governments |

forming it cannot possibly be suspected of any other designs
than the defence of their honor, and their own preservation.
~ Brazil, Uruguay and the Argentine Republic formed an

alliance : "Tsf, to regain their usurped territories; 2nd, to :
punish the nsurper. These obfe6ts being eommon to all

ware and their attendant alliances.

The English Government, by a breach of confidence, pro-

claimed in Parliament the secret intentions of the Allies, to:

be carried out on the defeat of the common enemy. Was it
from love to the Republic and in support of republican prin-
ciples that the cabinet of Saint James committed so unusual
an act? That motive could hardly be imagined in a nation
which invaded Mexico (though she soon abandoned the
enterprize for weighty reasons), and sympathized and pro-
tected the South in the civil war of the United States!

The alliance was from the first a public and well known
fact, although the parties to it remained silent as to their
proposed measures for securing themselves against future
aggressions, and for punishing the invader, Without this
secresy they would have found themselves in the absurd posi-
tion of disposing of the bear’s skin before catching the bear.

It was in that absurd position that England tried to place
the Allies, exciting against them the prejudices of the people
by publishing a document which after all was of no dangerous
import, as was evident from the fact of its being transmitted
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to her; conveniently forgetting that, though she had solemuly
guaranteed the integraffity of Denmark in 1852, she offered
no opposition to the alliance of Austria and Prussia, whose
object was the seizure of the Danish Duchies !

We might admit that the allied Powers of Rio de la Plata
could have framed their clauses in a manner less liable to
misinterpretation, although the presence of hostile troops
advancing and laying waste their territory, and the blood of
handreds of their sons mingled with the waters of their
rivers, and flowing into their very harbors, might well justify
them in any errors. (%)

But even admitting this, there would not appear a single
foundation for the complaints of these who, working upon
the republican spirit against the Empire, take good care to
ignore the circumstances, most of the time presenting facts
in a wrong light, either through malice or ignorance, and
making the rightful defence against the invader appear as a
deliberate plan of conquest.

To prove these facts we ought to remind the reader that
before the Treaty of Alliance was signed, Paraguay had
already conquered the Provinces of Matto-Grosso and Corri-
entes, invading them without previously declaring war. It
is, at the present time, an established principle of the law of
nations, that the Grevernment which violates the fundamental

-

* The Argentine Government ordered 800 infantry to land at Corrientes for
the purpose of reconoitering the Paraguayan forces. This was done on the
95th of May, 1885. The Paraguayan troops were dizlodged from their strong
positions, and were forced to retreat from the capital of Corrientes, The
enemy, however, being then heavily reinforced, the Argentine division was
finally oblized to re-embark ; and on leaving the port they saw with horror
the bodies of their comrades who had been killed, numbering 250, thrown
inte the river, by order of ibe Paraguayan chief, probably with the intention
that they should be carried by the carrent to the harbors of the Allies, imagin-
ing that the gastly spectacle would strike terror into them and make them
desist from regaining their conguered territory. The Commandant of the
English Corvette * Dogtorell,” there present, witnessed this barbarous outrage.
and protested against itin the name of his Country, and of humanity, outraged
by this act of unparalled barbarism.
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rules of the international laws loses its claim on their pro-
tection. Paraguay, then, on seizing part of the territory
belonging to two foreign nations with which it was at peace,
could not have been ignorant of the fact that, according to
these rules, she would be liable to lose part of her own ter-
ritory should she be vanquished, or not have sufficient troops
to retain what she had conquered. As an instance, we may
cite Prussia, who has annexed to her territory the German
hereditary kingdoms which had made war against her.

The allies, nevertheless, have declared, and mutually
agreed in their treaty, to respect after their triumph the
sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrality of their
enemy’s country, in such manner as is therein expressed. This
was done collectively. As for the Argentine Republic, its
Government made a similar declaration to Paraguay on ac-
cepting the war which the latter thrust on it.

The struggle once terminated, as the allies expect, in the
total defeat of Paraguay, the allies, not having any views of +
conquest, will allow her to remain in the full enjoyment of
her independence and soverignty, taking care, however, not
to render unavailing their immense and terrible sacrifices, by
leaving to their enemy the power of employing, on any pre-
text, her enormous and extraordinary means of warfare,
which are far superior to her wants, and which she would be
likely to use against them at any time without warniag,

Let us now turn our attention to the subsidiary clauses of
the Treaty.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FORTHESS oF EUHLIT.-E.., AND THE
DISARMING OF PARAGITAY.

The Paraguay River is the only branch of the River Plate
which penetrates to the interior of SBouth America, and is
the only means of communication with the extensive terri-
tories belonging to Brazil, in which these rivers rise. The
Eiver Plate (the Parana and Uruguay rivers being included
under that name) is declared free to navigation as far as the
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Paraguay River. It is therefore to the interest of all nations
on the globe to have this guarantee extended to the river last
named.

The Dictator of Paraguay, by incessant labor during eight
or ten years, aided by the skill of European engineers, has
planted a series of fortifications which, extending for a great
distance, cross their fire on the water-level from either shore.
This is what is called the guaranfee of the free navigation
of the rivers by the Argentine writer, who defends in Europe
the Paraguayan dictatorship—a sophism which might in like
manner prove that the Dardanelles have guaranteed the iree
navigation of the Black Sea.

The allied armies, after routing the Paraguayan troops
which invaded Brazil and the Arzentine Republic, penetrated
into Paraguay in pursnit of the enemy, but there their 60,000
bayonets and twelve ironclads have been rendered ineffectual
by a line of fortresses commanding the way by land and by
water, by the change of climate, and by the thousand obsta-
cles presented at every step by the nature of the soil; and
they have been compelled to a suspension of operations, for
this term can properly be applied to a march 1n which every
league of advance costs hundreds of lives, sacrificed to the
climate, the many privations, and the skillful artillery of Eu-
ropean officers—hirelings whose birth and education render
them indifferent to all questions of liberty and republican
institutions.

Even had not the allies agreed beforehand to destroy those
fortifications and redoubts, the cruel experience acquired in
“Paso de la Patria,” and “Estero Bellaco,” would have
convinced them of the necessity of that measure, to secure
for the future the free navization of the river, and to leave
no fortified place standing which could secure impunity to
Paraguay, should she make another unsuccessful attempt at
invasion and conquest of her neighbors, such as she has
recently made, in open defiance of the laws of nations.

The Dictator of Paraguay, if allowed to remain thus for-
tified, would inevitably revive the middle ages, with their
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feudal lords entrenched along the shores of the Rhine in their
battlemented castles, whose ruins now adorn the landscape,
and levying war taxes on commerce.

Who will pretend to cast a doubt on the right of the al-
lies to impose on the defeatsd foe the destruction, abandon-
ment or surrender of the fortifications which threaten their
safety 7 No one; for to deny that right would be to ignore
the history of all ages, and to disregard the teachings of
common sense and of the events which every day brings forth,
It is the duty of the Governments of Rio de la Plata to give
to their citizens a guarantee that they will not be disturbed
in their peaceful labor by their restless neighbors, who are
restrained by no fear so long as they possess these impregna-
ble fortresses.

With regard to the agreement entered into by the allies
not to leave in the hands of the enemy, after defeat, the enor-
mous stock of war material employed in the invasion against
them, we can say that it iy justified by the same reasoms-
which urged the destruction of the fortifications—as a guar-
antee of future tranquility. It was entirely unnecessary, in
a treaty formed for the mutual intelligence of those entering
into it, to mention that Paraguay would be allowed to retain
the arms generally needed; and it should be understood that
the clause refers only to the immense quantity of muskets,
cannon, &c., imported from Europe during several years, with
the intention of undertaking a war of conguest, as has been
made evident by the annexation of Corrientes.

Puaraguay has not been molested by any of its neighbors

" for half a century, and it is very probable that it never would

have been, had not Dictator Lopez undertaken the reckless
enterprize of 1865 ; but having once entered the field of arms
to which they had been forced, those neighbors, after a tri-
unmph, could not with prudence leave the defeated foe, now
conscious of its strength, in possession of so irmmense a stock
of war material, for they would thus be continually exposed
to the fresh attacks which it would be reasonable to expect
from the hereditary dictatorship of Paraguay and the social
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condition of its subjects. By the treaties of 18135, France
agreed to give up its regiments of lancers, this requirement
being made by the European powers, owing to the horrible
ravages made by this weapon in the enemy’s ranks.

The Government of Paraguay does not pay its troops; it
does not clothe them, for the tropical climate renders needless
anything further than a few yards of the cloth rudely manu-
factured in the country by the women; it does not feed them,
for it does not furnish them with bread, or meat, or liquors,
&c., the only provision for the troops being a little yuca,
yerba maté, and corn, which grow almost spontaneously.—
The Paraguayan army is composed, then, only of a deposit
of muskets, and a Dictator who keeps them. Civilized na-
tions can hardly spare for their wars one man out of every
fifteen inhabitants; but Paraguay arms every one, without
any exception whatever as toage, only son, health, condition,
&c. Thousands of boys of eleven and twelve years of age,
and old men of sixty and seventy, have been found among
the killed and the prisoners taken by the allies; and this is
the result of the abject submission with which the present
despot is obeyed by the unhappy people, who, with the same
gervility, obeyed the sanguinary Dr. Francia for thirty years,
the Jesuits perinde ad cadaver for two centuries, and their
native chiefs during their barbarous state, of which they stiil
retain the Guarani language more familiar to them than
Spanish.

The inhabitant of Paragnay is forced to give as much of
his labor and time as may be exacted, to his present master, \
as formerly to the Jesuits who founded the missions. The
erection of the formidable fortifications cost Lopez nothing
but the scanty fare provided for the serfs occupied in the
works; and had he chosen to erect pyramids like those of
Egypt, instead of those fortifications, without doubt he would
have had the exact number of onions consumed by his labor-
ers inscribed on the base.

The immense cost of modern warfare has created the enor-
mous debts which weigh on all nations. Brazil, Uruguay,























































































